THE  FIELD  OF  OIL

overland the two were only six miles apart. Before the
advent of the motor this was a wearisome journey by
cart. At Khorram-Shahr travellers and luggage were
transferred to a penny-steamer, still, believe it or not,
chugging up and down the Karun river, twin paddles at
the stern churning the water like what Rumi called the
frilly "unders" of a can-can dancer. We would not have
been surprised had the entire cast of the Show Boat stepped
out of the cabins upon the upper deck. The Blosse
Lynch, named after the captain of the Tigris which
foundered in the River Euphrates, was the first steamer
to ascend the Karun, about 1888. Almost the only
navigable, yet probably the swiftest, river in Iran, the
Karun flowed through the gorge of Akili, the White Castle.
Some say that Rustam built a castle there when he was
fighting a maiden queen who lived upon the opposite bank.
Others say that one of her suitors would daily prove his
love by swimming the foaming torrent to visit her. At
one time it stood out for many months against authority.
At last the owner came to the king, who was naturally
incensed against him.

"Sire," said the nobleman, "I wished to prove to you
what a strong fortress I could build. If your Majesty's
soldiers, known to be the best in the world, cannot capture
it, nobody else can. I give my castle to you, my Liege."

The king created him a general on the spot.

A sudden spate once came down the Karun, swept away
fifty of the Shah's cavalry, and was so violent that it
prevented the rest from crossing for two days. Many
years ago the development of commerce was seriously
arrested for lack of water transport, in the days when the
Karun flowed ditect into the Gulf; but the stream has been
diverted into the Shatt-al-Arab. The original channel be-
came known as the Bahmashir, a name possibly derived
from the king Bahman Ardeshir.

Up this river then, the traveller, about eighty years
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